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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



News Media Contact:

November 5, 1999





 David Fiske at (202) 418-0513


Questions have been raised about FCC licensing of localized television broadcasting of automobile drag races from a race track in Ennis, Texas to its parking lot.


On Friday April 23, 1999, the FCC made a common sense decision to allow a sporting event that was already in progress and scheduled to continue through the weekend of April 24 and 25, with an estimated attendance of 100,000 people, to be broadcast to the stadium and its parking lot. This temporary authorization was for this event only.


The operator had been unaware of the need for a license for this kind of on-site transmission, and committed to FCC officials that he would obtain a license prior to future broadcasts.


He ceased operation after the weekend in question. He subsequently applied for a license to operate the racetrack television broadcasts, which was granted in August 1999. 
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